
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Larchmere PorchFest 
 
  
Your Project Title: 10th Annual Larchmere PorchFest, Saturday, June 16, 2018 

Your Project Summary: Larchmere PorchFest is an annual celebration of music and community comprised 

of 33 musical performances on porches, stoops, balconies and patios throughout the Larchmere 

neighborhood. The event is FREE and open to the public. It begins early in the afternoon with a schedule 

of multiple, simultaneous performances throughout the neighborhood, culminating with a two band finale 

that brings the crowd and neighborhood together in celebration. Once concluded, three after-parties take 

place. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I love this project! Larchmere PorchFest’s application provides plenty of evidence that funding 

criteria are fully met. The narrative about the location strengthens the narrative about the community, and 

so on. The plans are clear, and the budget detail matches the goals and measures. I also want to call out 

the crystal clarity of the relationship between the Goal and the measures. Well done. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria of public benefit. Over the last ten years Porchfest has been 

expanding their outreach and increasing their audience. I also like that it happens on porches and is part 

of peoples communities. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Through the numerous ways to incorporate all members of the Larchmere community, this 

project clearly emphasizes the community benefit of the festival. The Ambassador program and various 

committees provides ample opportunities for community input and contributes to the organizational capacity 

of the porchfest. Aspiring to reduce the environmental impact of the fest as it continues to grow 

demonstrates the forward thinking, proactive nature of the group. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Porch-based festivals are a great way to ensure that the community is actively engaged. 

Programming that drew a crowd of over 10,000 attendees shows a community commitment to being 

involved and engaged in the porchfest. A cultivation of artists, community porches, and sponsorship 

showcases the place-making and community building capabilities of the programming. This showcases the 

excellence in programming while showcasing the excellence in the community and local artists. This 

applicant meets the funding requirements. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The project proposal does meet CAC's funding criteria. When describing the public event 

location, I appreciated the way the writer describes porches as "a bridge between private and public space." 

What a great place to build bridges! The project goal of reducing/managing the waste created at the event 

is important. Thank you for your thoughtful approach to this. As for the project finances, I got a good sense 

of the logistical expenses, but I would have liked to have learned more about the artist stipends and sound 

engineer compensation. Good use of public/private partnerships with engaging the local business 

community. Good choice of including the PorchFest video as a support material piece. I really enjoyed that! 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

